Surname: 3
Student:
Professor:
Course:
Date:
Analysis of Chaucer’s description of the pilgrims
The prologue provides a brief and visual description of the pilgrims. The description focuses on aspects such as the background of the pilgrims, their likes and dislikes, clothing, and physical features. The descriptions incline to the medieval tradition. For example, the narrator holds that the description of the pilgrims will follow their “degree,” meaning that he or she considers the use of social class ranking to describe them.
For this reason, the narrator selects the Knight as “the first teller.” The order of telling story follows that course; from Knight to Parson to grimy cook. All sexes are present, and they occupy different walks of life. The description is archetypal, and the characters traits of the pilgrims are familiar to the medieval audience. The types of audience fit in the medieval estate satire, which influences how they interact with other characters — for instance, the rotund, hypocritical friar, food-loving monk, etc. Therefore, the pilgrims are paragons of particular estates.  
The general prologue is interesting in that it is a comparison of individual tales. Also, how the pilgrims tell tales does not conform to the Host’s plan. The pilgrims agreed to tell one tale each, but the narrator tells two while some other pilgrims do not get chance to give theirs. Interestingly, the narrator does not describe the Nun’s Priest and Second Nun. The pilgrims occupying the highest rank are class- conscious and dispute on who to tell tales. The others in the peasant estate are calm but possess queer mannerisms. The same happens in contemporary society. Finally, the narrator retells the tales, and his voice assumes that of the individual pilgrim narrators.
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